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Third Annual Winged Foot 5K is another winner for the Combat Air Museum

Arecord 102 runnersand walk-
ersparticipated inour Third Annual
Winged Foot 5K Run/Walk on Sep-
tember 29. A record 48 sponsors
supported the eventwith $100 dona-
tions or in-kind donations of prizes.
Thisfall fundraiser broughtinnearly
$7,500 forthe Museum.

Event coordinator Gene
Howerter hadagoal of having over
100runners participate inthe Winged
Footrace. Prior to race time we had
122registrants, butitremainedto be
seen how many would actually line up atthe start. ~ walker goal. Gene sawalot of folks preparing for the
LoisEcordand Gale Beal wererunningtheregistra- ~ raceandkeptasking Loisand Gale how many people
tion table and knew we had passed the 100 runner/  werethere. Towhichtheysweetlyreplied, “98.”
"Winged Foot 5K, con't. on page 10

Inside This Issue

Tracing the path of Bill Driver

CAM member receives prestigious award

In Memoriam - Marjorie Mae Baker

MiG 21 arrives and is reassembled

Shop for unique gifts at CAM Gift Shop

Member interviewed about PBS series

2
4
4
Fighting on the Eastern Front 5
6
7
8
9

Museum and volunteers garner praise

Upper right: Chuck Urban steps aside as runners
charge onto the course. David Tallicet passes away 12

Above: Peggy Dawson cheers on runners and walkers. Submarine model gets protective case 13

Photos by Don Mathers Ruth Fink was a long-time supporter 14

CAM volunteers join in to honor Veterans 18




COMBAT AIR MUSEUM

Tracing the path of Bill Driver,
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Plane Talk, the official newsletter

of Combat Air Museum
of Topeka, Kansas,
is published bi-monthly.

Tad Pritchett,a CAM mem-
ber, was our guest presenter at the
October Membership Luncheon.
Tad hastalkedtousinthe pastabout
histourasaMarine platoon leader,
and with Dave Murray, also a
member, gaveaseriesoftalksabout
World War I battle sites
the pair visited in Eu-
rope. Tad’s presenta-
tionatthe October lun-
cheon took us back to
Europe, onlythistimeit
wasto visit World War
Il battle sites and this
visit had a more per-
sonal approach.

Tadand afriend,
Deetra Driver, were
planning a trip to Eu-
rope in 2006. As Tad
toldit, Deesaid, “While
weareinGermany, let’s
visit where my Uncle
Billwasduring World
War I1.” What ensued
fromthisone comment
was 12 months of plan-
ning and research by
Tad and Dee to trace
the path Dee’s uncle
followed as the Allies
advanced into Germany in 1945,
Tadsaid they wentthroughsome 42
resources, including phone callsand
correspondence with living veter-
ans, associations, a trip to the US
Army personnel records center in
St. Louis, Missouri, and use of the
Internet online service of the Na-
tional ArchivesinWashington, D.C.

Additional resourceswere used out-
sidethe US.

The fruits of their research
proved more than just planning a
trip. Most of Dee’s family did not
really know what had happened to
heruncle norwhere exactly he had

Tad Pritchett told us about Bill Driver’s

World War Il experiences in early 1945
in Germany.

Photo by Don Mathers

goneafterarriving in Europe. They
knew he died in battle and always
thoughthe was buried in Dresden,
Germany. As Dee and Tad found
out, he was not, but we will get to
that later.

Tadtold us hewouldincorpo-
rate three subjectsinhistalk. One
would be “UncleBill” Driver. An-

Your questions and comments are
welcomed. Submit information for
Plane Talk to CAM office.
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otherwould be Bill’sdivision, and
the third would be a little back-
ground of the German General in
command of the troops Bill fought.

William F. Driver, “Uncle
Bill,” was a Kansas farm boy from
near Quenemo, Kansas, about 33
milessouthwestof Topeka. Hewas
born December 14, 1923. He at-
tended a couple of years of High
School at Lyndon, Kansas. After
moving to another farm, he trans-
ferredand graduated from Quenemo
High School. Bill attended Kansas
State College of Agriculture and
Applied Science (today, Kansas
State University) from 1941-1942.
Hemajoredin Agricultureandwasa
member of the Alpha GammaRho
agriculture fraternity. Hewasalsoa
memberofthe Reserve Officer Train-
ing Corps (ROTC), assigned to A
Company. Tad pointed out that
during hismilitary service, Bill was
always assigned to an “A Com-
pany”. Using a projector, Tad
showed photos of Bill during his
youthand youngadulthood.

Tad thentalked briefly about
the 1st Infantry Division, the Big Red
One. Itwould later playamajorrole
in Bill’s military life. Tad gave a
history ofthe 1st Division’srecordin
World War I and World War Il up
until Billjoinedthe Division. The 1st
Divisionentered World War Il with
the landingsin North Africain No-
vember 1942. From North Africa,
itfoughtduringtheinvasionof Sicily.
After Sicily, the Divisionwas posted
to the United Kingdom to prepare
forthe eventual cross channel inva-
sion of France. The Big Red One
came ashore on Omaha Beach in
Normandy on June 6, 1944. It

drove across France, reaching the
German border at Aachen in Sep-
tember. Ittook Aachenin October
thentook partinthe bitter fightingin
the Hurtgen Forest, suffering many
casualties.

The 1st Divisionwasinarear
area when the Battle of the Bulge
began and was rushed to the front
whereitremainedincontinuousfight-
ing from December 17toJanuary 28
1945. It then returned to battle
alongthe Siegfried Line. Tadtoldus
thatthe total battle casualties of the
1st Division, including Kkilled,
wounded, missinginaction,andpris-
oners, asapercentage ofauthorized
strength was 139 percent.

Tadthengaveashort military
biography ofthe Germancommander
whose forces Bill fought. Hisname
was Fritz Bayerlein. Bayerleinwas
a veteran of World War | and re-
mained withthe German Army after
that war. During World War Il he
was the First General Staff Officer
under General Heinz Guderianand
participated inthe invasions of Po-
land, France, and Russia. He then
served in Field Marshal Erwin
Rommel’s Africakorps. Hewasin
Italy in May 1943, and was fighting
Russians on the Eastern Front that
fall. In October 1943, he success-
fully broke his forces outthrougha
RussianencirclementatKirovograd,
Russia. FromJanuary 1944to March
1945 Bayerleincommandedtheelite
Panzerlehrdivison (Panzer Lehr Di-
vision), anarmored division. The
DivisionfoughtinNormandyduring
and after the D-Day invasion and
was later decimated by Allied carpet
bombing near St. Lo, France. The
division refitted and fought at the

Battle of the Bulge, where itagain
suffered heavily. When assigned
command of the 53rd Corps of the
Fifteenth Army, General Bayerlein
still had Panzerlehrdivisonunder his
mantle of forces.

Returning to his talk about
“UncleBill,” Tad told us hedid not
graduate from Kansas State. His
fatherwanted himback onthe farm,
and in 1942, he left school. His
younger brother, John, was sentto
Kansas State. Bill’s father was a
pacifistand apparently objectedto
the war onreligious grounds. Yet
fourbrothersinthe family servedin
the military, three in World War 1
andonein Korea. Bill remained on
the farmuntil being drafted in July
1944,

Afterhisinduction, Bill reported
toCampJoseph T. Robinson, North
Little Rock, Arkansasforbasictrain-
ing. Ironically, CampRobinsonwas
alsousedto house German Prison-
ersof War. There, Billwasassigned
to A Company. He also met and
became good friends witha Clyde
VanPelt. VanPeltwasabletogive
Tadand Dee informationabout life
at Camp Robinson.

On December 21, 1945, Bill
andothersweregivenafinal person-
nelinspection, thenthey packed up
their gear, loaded up, and shipped
outof Camp Robinson. Tad showed
some period images of soldiers
boardingashipin San Franciscoas
a typical example of how troops
embarkedto go overseas. ButBill
started hisjourney overseas by train.

"Tracing Bill Driver™,
con't. on page 14
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CAM member and volunteer receives prestigious award

Tom Witty isrecognized withaDistinguished ServiceAward at the
PlainsAnthropological Conference

Tom Witty, CAM member
and volunteer exhibit builder, re-
cently receivedaprestigiousaward
wewould like toshare. Mostof our
readers probably do not know that
priorto hisassociation with CAM,
Tom’svocationwasasanarcheolo-
gist, and not justany archeologist.
Tom was State Archeologist for
Kansas from 1960 — 1994.

In October, Tom and Mary
Anne, hiswife, traveled to the 65th
Annual Plains Anthropological Con-
ference, held in Rapid City, South
Dakota. There, Tom was honored
by his peers, and awarded the “Dis-
tinguished Service Award” for “his
many contributionsto Plainsarche-
ology.”

Tom’saward includedabeau-
tifullyengraved plaque. Atthetop of
the plagueisanengraved petroglyph
of a Native American warrior on
horseback. Tomand histeam dis-
coveredthisand other petroglyphs
inrocks atthe Wilson Reservoirin
Kansas. ThePlain’s Anthropologi-
cal Conference encompasses 11
states and Saskatchewan Province,
Canada.

InMemoriam

Marjorie Mae Baker

July 10,1925 -
October 8, 2007
#3260
11yearsmember

When Tom became State Ar-
cheologistin 1960, he had to create
anarcheology departmentand pro-
gram within the Kansas State His-
torical Society nearly from scratch.
Oneofthethingshealwaysstroveto
dowas presentand explainarcheol-
ogy andarcheological exhibitsina
way thatwould be meaningful and
interesting to a layperson who may
notunderstand the details of arche-
ology. Thisgoal iswell represented
in the Pawnee Indian Village Mu-
seuminRepublic County, Kansas.
Tomdesignedand implementedthis
museum thatopenedin1967. Tom
wasalso instrumental inestablishing
the Kansas Anthropological Train-
ing Program.

Tomand hiseventual staff of
archeologists (there were three full
and one half-timeemployeesinthe
department in 1966) became in-
volvedinthearcheologicalimpactof
reservoirsbeing builtaround Kan-
sas, conducting digs and mapping
outand recording evidence of past
human habitation atasite, particu-
larly Native American. Tom be-
came much involved with Native
Americans, ancientand
present, through his
work.

In the 1980s Na-
tive American move-
mentsand protestswere
growing across the US
in regard to archeolo-
gists’ excavation and

treatmentoftheirancestor’sremains.
In Kansas, there was a privately
owned venture near Salinathatwas
atouristattractionofanancient Na-
tive American burial pit. Tomwas
instrumental ingettingastatute passed
todeal withunmarked humanburial
sitesand directed the studyandeven-
tual closing of the Indian burial pit
near Salina in 1990. He was per-
sonally involved with thework done
atthesite inpreparation foritsclos-
ing, including working with various
Native American tribal members
who conducted burial ceremonies
before the entire site wasentombed.

Tom held top offices in the
Plains Anthropological Societyand
is a past President of the National
Association of State Archeologists.
He wasan adjunct professor of an-
thropology and archeology at
Washburn University. In1994 Tom
received a Certificate of Recogni-
tionfromthe State of Kansas, signed
by Governor Joan Finney.

Andthen Tom cameto CAM
asavolunteer,and we have had the
good fortune of hiswork for several
years, now. He has prepared over
20exhibitsand helped putupthe Art
Gallery. Asofthiswriting, Tomis
puttingtogetheragreatexhibitonthe
Battle of Midway. Wewill reporton
hisnewestwork inthe nextissue of
Plane Talk.

Weextend our congratulations
to Tom for his recent award and
recognition of his contributionsto
anthropology andarcheology. =+
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2008 Events Calendar

Event dates subject to change

March
17 — 21 Aviation Education Class

April
5 - Kansas Air Tour 80" Anniversary Flight
CAM provides lunch to the fliers
25 — Celebrity Pancake Feed

June
8 —11 Aviation Education Class

July
13- 16 Aviation Education Class

August
3 -6 Aviation Education Class

September
26 —Winged Foot 5K Run/Walk

December 2007/ January 2008
Calendarof Events

December

Monday, December 10
Membership Luncheon
Jean Wanner Education Conference Center
11:30A.M.

Our Guest Speaker will be
Lieutenant Colonel Richard Faulkner
fromthe Commandand
General Staff College,

Fort Leavenworth

Tuesday, December 25
Museum s Closed

January
Thereisno

Membership Luncheon
inJanuary.
Thenextluncheonis
Monday, February 9, 2008.

> > >

> >

Fighting onthe Eastern Frontisthetopic of our December Luncheon Meeting

Lieutenant Colonel Richard S. Faulkner, Leavenworth, Kansas. He is well versed in Soviet
US Army (Ret.), is our scheduled speaker for the  military history and will be speak to usabout fighting
December Membership Luncheon. LTCOL Faulkner ~ onthe Eastern Frontduring World War Il. LTCOL
isanassistant professor inthe Departmentof Military ~ Faulkner also attends World War reenactments
History, Command and General Staff College, Fort  dressed as a Russian soldier. »

Jointhe Winter Hours for the Museum
. Justareminderto everyone that effective December 1, we went
CO m bat A| I into our wintertime hours of operation. Between December 1 and
M | March 1,2008, we are opensevendaysaweek, 12P.M.—-4:30P.M.
useum: Lastentry tothe Museum is 3:30 P.M. daily. Office Hoursremain 9

A.M.-4:30P.M. Monday through Friday, and Lois” hoursremain 9
A.M. -2 P.M. for the same period. =
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TheMiG-21arrivesandisreassembled at CAM

Inafollow-up to our story onthe MiG-21 printed in the last issue of Plane Talk, we are happy to
reportthe fighter arrived atthe Museum about 8:45 A.M., Thursday, November 8. Asyou canseeinthe
photos, the aircraft was basically in five major pieces, the fuselage with vertical fin, the wings, and the
horizontal stabilizers. There were alsoanumber of small panelsand fairing pieces.

Marty Baturaand Bill Lemieux, of Worldwide Aircraft Recovery, began offloading the wingsand
preparing them for attachmentto the fuselage. When itcametime toremove the fuselage fromthetrailer,
JB Turnerand Sons, alocal roofing contractor, provided atruck craneto help. Betweentheirtruck crane
and Worldwide Aircraft’scabcrane, the fuselage waseasily lifted from the trailerand Marty and Bill began
puttingonthe wings. By 5:15P.M. the MiG wassitting on its own landing gear.

Marty and Bill were back the next morning and began putting onthe horizontal stabilizers. Thencame
the belly drop tank, whicheveryone noticedsits very close tothe ground. Thiswas followed by installation
of fairing pieces, fillets, and other miscellaneous plates. By midafternoon Marty and Bill were cleaningup

Above: The Czechoslovakian
MiG-21 arrived November 8.
Right: Two cranes coordinate
the fuselage lift.

Photos by Gene Howerter
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Above: Marty Batura and
Bill Lemieux fit a wheel to
alanding gear strut.

Left: Less than 48 hours
later, a freshly washed
MiG-21 sits in front of
604.

and getting ready to head home to Bellevue, Nebraska. Gene Howerter and Dick Truppriggedupa
garden hose and power washer and gave the MiG agood wash down. With thatdone, it was hooked up
toatug,and Don Dawson towed itover in frontof Hangar 602. For the immediate future, the MiG-21
will stay outside while the painting continues on the F-84F. Oncethatisdone, we canshuffle planesaround
and getthe Czechoslovakian fighter inside.

Whilethe fighter was coming together Museum volunteerswalked around the aircraftto look at the
stencilingonthe plane. We found two distinct languages. Allthe painted stenciling iseitherinaCzechor
Slovak language. We were able to understand what several of them meant. The permanent metal tags
and dataplatesare in Russianwhich wasatotally different matter for usto try tounderstand. We had some
idea, justbecause of where the plateswere, butnot because of the language. We found the same situation
of mixed labels and data plates inthe cockpit, which, by the way, is in beautiful condition. We saw only
one hole inthe instrument panel and we are betting it was the clock. Gene Howerter suggested itwould
be nice to have aplatform fromwhich people could look inside the cockpit, and withinaweek Martin
Moyer and Amos Page constructed one.

ThisMiG-21isin great shape and well worth atrip to the Museum to check it out. =
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ComeandshopfFuniqueholidaygifts
atthe Museum's Gift Shop

Wayne Dodson, Gift Shop Manager, and Gene Howerter,
Board Vice Chairman, want you all to know that we have a fully
stocked Gift Shop ready for this season’s shoppers. Gene wantsto
highlightthe propellerblade clocksthatare anew itemtothe Gift Shop
thisyear. Wayne hasairplanes of all shapesand sizesand skill levels
ontheshelves, aswell asbooksand many otheraviationand military
related items, as well as museum souvenirs. Some will make great
stocking stuffers. Otherswill make fine gifts.

Looking for a great gift for a toddler? We have a number of
wooden scooter planesto choose from. A few are inthe Gift Shop
andthere isabook with photos of the others that we have in storage
in604.

You need to come out and look over the Gift Shop. You may
find that perfect gift you have been looking for. =+

CAM member interviewed about PBS series

During the third week of September, the Public Broadcasting
System began airing Ken Burns’ latest documentary series, "The
War,” about World War I1. The series dealtwith people who fought
inthe war and those who were onthe home front. Afterthefirstcouple
of episodes, Mike Hall, a reporter with The Topeka Capital-
Journal, interviewed several local veterans about their take on the
series. One of those interviewed was Dave Houser, a long time
CAM Member. Hall interviewed Dave at the Museum. Although

DavedidnotserveinWorld War 11, he gave the home front view of the war. Dave later servedasanartillery officer

during the Korean War period.

When the article was published in the paper, the lead in below the headline was a large photo of Dave working

onthe Museum’s mock up of the Messerschmitt Bf-109.

8

New
Supporters

Dale Anderson
Bruce Baker
Tom Cunningham
Gretchen Hanson
Jerry Holley
Gil Marick
Merrill Sheldon

Renewing
Supporters

Kevin Zvilna
Jack & Nelda Janway

Corey, Tricia, Katie, Reagan &

Grant Dehn
Charles Gorges
Sharon Rosenow
Merrill & Barbara Ross
Eric, Lyn & Michele Walther
Chuck & Marlene Urban
Kevin Drewelow

> > >




Our museum and our volunteers garner praise fromvisitors

The Museum recently received the following letter and Vice Chairman Gene
Howerter felt it should be shared with our membership.

Monday Oct. 22nd, 2007
Dear Sirs,

My wife and I visited Combat Air Museum on Saturday, Oct 20th. It
was our first visit. We arrived at about 11:30 and it was our good fortune to
have Ralph guide us through the exhibits. We were spellbound by his stories
about each of the exhibits and aviation in general. He really made our visit
memorable. In what seemed like a blink of an eye, 4 ¥ hours had gone by!

I’m writing this note to express our appreciation for him sharing his
knowledge and passion for aviation with us. We are the richer for it.

Thanks again, Ralph. Men like you make me proud to be an American.

Respectfully,

(signed) Dr. Brad Astleford

Dr. and Mrs. Astleford hail from Dodge City, Kansas where he is a dentist.
Ralph, of course, is our long time member and tour guide volunteer Ralph Knehans.
Kudos to Ralph for leaving such a positive impression of himself and the Museum on
these visitors.

» » g

Museum members Bob and Mary Ann Kelly attended a salute to Veterans community concert at White
ConcertHall, Washburn University on November 12. The Harry James Orchestragave the performance. Bobwrote
usthe following note and included aconcert program.

“At Monday evening’s Community Concert of the Harry James Orchestra,
Director Fred Radke made astrong pointin his opening remarks that he had thoroughly enjoyed his visit
tothe Combat Air Museum earlier on Monday. He was very complimentary and hoped that the audience
appreciated what a fine museumwe had in Topeka. Thiswas greeted withwarmapplause. Radke isan
aviation/military enthusiastand isinvolved with various veteran organizations.”

Bob Kelly

Lois Ecord gotto visitwith Fred Radke when he visited the Museum. She said he told her of the various stars,
singersand performers he had met from the Big Band era. He hasalsoworked with more contemporary composers/
artistssuchas Burt Bacharachand Johnny Mathisand has been lead trumpeter for Leslie Uggams, Phil Harris, Johnny
Ray, The Lennon Sisters, Connie Stevens, Pat Boone and others.

» " "
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"Winged Foot 5K",
con't. from page 1

Gene led contestants in the Air Force scooter while
Don Dawson followed in the '41 Dodge Ambulance.

Anunseasonably strong south
breeze, especially for8 A.M., chal-
lenged runners and walkers alike.
Before the day was overwind advi-
sorieswere posted infive countiesto
the west of Topeka, including one
adjacentto Shawnee County. The
windwasespecially wearing to run-
nersas they spent much of the first
halfofthe lastmilefacingdirectlyinto
the wind. Fortunately, they had it
square on their backs over the last
700 yards.

Mark Manroe of Shawnee,
Kansas and Leslie Curley of To-
peka were the overall men’s and
ladies” winners. Neither broke the
respective course records set last
year, butboth did establish newage

Photos by Don Mathers

US. AR FORCE

grouprecords. Surprisingly, eight
agegroup recordsweresetthisyear,
fiveinthemen’scom-
petitionandthree in
the ladies. The first
three ladies across
thefinishlineeachset
anewrecordintheir
respective age
groups.

A number of
a ) immediate and ex-
' tended family mem-
bers of long-time
CAMmembersBill
and Marcella Bri-
ery ran and walked
thecourseinmemory
of Bill, who passed
away in February.
Bill partici-
pated inthe firsttwo Winged
Footeventsinthe 80-and-over
agegroup,andholdsthecourse
record for that group. The
family membersand Museum
volunteersworking the event
wore commemorative buttons
with Bill’s photo onthem.

Thirty-tworunnerscame
from outside of Topeka, and
12 of these were from out of
state. We had entrants from
South Dakota, Missouri, Colo-
rado, Nebraska, Washington,
and lowa, mostofwhomwere
in Topeka visiting family or
friendsand chosetoruninour
eventwhilehere. CAMhada
good representation of partici-

10

pants, too. Fourteen memberspar-
ticipatedand collected 11 age group
medals, including six FirstPlace fin-
ishes.

EmmaJudge, Barrie Judge,
Jim Leighton, Marlene Urban,
Don Mathers, and Mary Naylor
were First Place medalists. Corey
Dehn, Jack Vaughn and Chuck
Urban collected Silver medals.
Tricia Dehn and Bob Kelly col-
lected Bronze, and Greg Judge,
Isabella Judge and Kevin Zvilna
rounded out CAM’s participants.

Thewind moleculesseemedto
conspire with the electrons of the
timer recordingand printingtoadd
another little problem for partici-
pants. Therecorded times stopped
printing after participantnumber 35,

Bob Kelly won a Road Atlas as final
place finisher.
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andthe placefinishersstopped print-
ingafter participantnumber 43. For-
tunately, the digital clock keptrun-
ning throughout. Butwe were not
expectingacomputerglitch, andthe
manual recording of remaining fin-
isherswasallittle hecticinthe begin-
ning. Four CAM members con-
ductedapostrace review of every-
thing that was computer-printed,
hand-printed, and the race number
pull-tabs collected atthe finish line.
We got the results sorted out, and
folkswhodidnotgettheirmedalson
race day received them in the mail
with a letter of explanation. Next
yearwe will be standing by with the
old Number 2 pencilasabackupin
case gremlinsshowupagain.

A lot of people, businesses
and other groups made this fun run/
walkasuccess. Namesof sponsors
were printed on the back of the race
T-shirt,and this year the shirtfilled
up nicely. Sunflower Striders pro-
vided the timing equipment and
peopletooperateit, plusothervalu-
able suggestions for runningasuc-
cessful event. Zona (Briery)
Hudkins, owner of Engraved Cre-
ations, Inc. printedthe T-shirtsand
participated inthe eventin honor of
her Father, Bill. Air Force Junior
ROTC cadets from Highland Park
High School of Topeka were race
course marshals. Metropolitan To-
peka Airport Authority, on whose
property weranthe event, provided
security to monitor traffic on the
ForbesFieldstreets. EricJohnson,

Gene Howerter with the top men’s and ladies’
finishers, Mark Manroe and Leslie Curley.

Director of Operations at Forbes
andBillard Airports, and hisdaugh-
ter Joyce, also ran in the event.
Thenwe had our own cadre of vol-
unteers who put this all together.
Several wereresponsible for getting
all the race sponsors. Otherswere
sponsors. Andsomediditall. They
got sponsors, were sponsors, par-
ticipated intheevent, or helped set it
up, runit, and take it down.
Itisdefinitely notjustagroup
of people showing up and running
five kilometers around a marked
course. This event takes a lot of

planning, legwork, andexecutionto
make it successful. And we are
successful. People have come back
tothisracethreeyearsinarowand
look forward to doing itagain next
year. We have learned a lot about
doinganeventlikethisandwill con-
tinue to make it better. If you have
nothad the opportunity to helpwith
thisfall fund raiser, please come out
nextyearand take part. Mark your
calendar for Saturday, September
27,2008 forthe fourth edition of the
Winged Foot 5K Run/Walk. =+
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David Tallichet, whose aircraft started CAM, passes away

David Tallichet, the man
whoseaircraftstarted our Museum,
died October 31, 2007 at age 84.
The Museum started with his B-24J
Liberator bombernamed Delectable
Dorisin1977,andthe fledgling mu-
seum was named Yesterday’s Air
Force, Kansas Wing. Tallichet’s
Wing Headquarterswasin Califor-
nia. Forthenext18yearsaveritable

Visitors

During September
the Museum had
767 visitors
from 33 states,
Washington D.C.
and
Belgium
Canada
China
Denmark
Germany
Great Britain

During October
we had
741 visitors
from 38 states,
Washington, D.C.,
and
Australia
Austria
Canada
Great Britain
Mexico
Netherlands
South Korea
Spain
Sweden
» » »

potpourri of World War Il aircraft
includingtrainers, fightersand bomb-
ers,all belongingto David Tallichet,
passedthroughour hangarsatForbes
Field.

Theassociationwas notwith-
out it bumps and bruises. In fact,
Tallichetrejectedthefirstdraftofa
Memorandum of Agreementas be-
ing too one-sided in favor of the
Kansas Wing. Animportant part of
the agreement was that Tallichet
would bring aircraft to Topeka in
return for the Kansas Wing to re-
store certain of these aircraft. The
Kansas Wing was to also put up a
percentage of the costof restoration
foreachaircraftbased onitsvalue.
Initially, thatseemed like itwould
work. TherubcamewhenTallcihet
provided hisown assessmentofan
aircraft’s worth, and suddenly the
percentage the Kansas Wing had to
putup becamearather large sumof
money.

Thisrelationship lasted fortwo
years, then the Kansas Wing bowed
out and formed its own, separate
corporation and became Combat
Air Museum. Even then, though,
David Tallichet continuedto bring
hisaircrafttoand through the Mu-
seum. Atthetimehe heldthe largest
collectionof privately ownedflyable
World War Ilaircraftinthe world.

Tallichet’s Yesterday’s Air
Force eventually merged with his
Military Aircraft Restoration Cor-
poration, commonly known as
MARC, that still exists today. He
also ran the Specialty Restaurants
Corporationoutof California. This

corporation became the reason for
hisaircraft leaving CAM in 1995.
Specialty Restaurants Corporation
went into bankruptcy in the mid-
1990s. Topay offthe corporation’s
debts, Tallichetbegansellinghiscol-
lection. Withinaboutayear’stime
the B-24J Liberator thatstarted this
Museum, a Spanish CASA-2.111
(Heinkel He 111), C-46 Com-
mando, and F7F Tigercat left To-
pekato new owners. The last air-
craft remaining at CAM of David
Tallichet’sisthe Polish-built MiG-
17. Several months ago, Gene
Howerter approached MARC
aboutdonatingthe MiG-17to CAM.
Bob Schneider also joined with
Gene to work out the details to get
theaircraftdonated. Everythingver-
bally indicated David Tallichetwas
goingtodonatetheaircrafttous,and
we have been waiting for the “pa-
perwork” to go through for a few
months, now. What affect Mr.
Tallichet’s passing hasonthe trans-
fer of the MiG-17 remains to be
seen.

David TallichetwasaWorld
War Il veteran. He flewB-17 Flying
Fortresseswith the 350th Bombard-
ment Squadron, 100th Bombard-
ment Group, Eighth Air Force.
Merton Wilch, who has been a
CAM member since it was
Yesterday’s Air Force, was also a
member of the 100th bomb group.
Tallichetcompleted 23 combat mis-
sionsbeforethe War’send. Hiswife
Carol, daughter, Catherine, and
sons William, John, and James
survive him. »»
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The model USS
TOPEKA (SSN
754) in its new
exhibit case.

Submarine model gets a protective case

The 12-foot model of USS
TOPEKA (SSN 754) isnow under
protective cover. Larry Mann,
member ofthe USSTOPEKA com-

the work, particularly the painting.
The project was completed a few
weeks ago, and we rolled the sub-
marinefrom 604 back into 602where

is it on display as shown above.
Dick placedsignage withtheexhibit,
and will add other details later. -

mittee, builtthe 1/30 scale model of
the nuclear attack submarine
named after our capital city
several yearsago. Ithasbeen
onexhibitinHangar602since
about2001. Earlierthisyear
Dick Trupp started the pro-
cess to get the model in a
protective case, and ap-
proached Larryaboutthis.
The USS TOPEKA
committee funded the materi-
als for an exhibit case, and
Martin Moyer and Amos
Page did the primary con-
struction. They first built a
large, roll-around, tableasthe
base, then made a wood
framed, clear plastic case to
setoverthe model. Dickand
Gene Howerter assistedwith

Ruth Finkwas along-time CAMsupporter

Ruth Fink, long time benefac-
tor, friend, and lifemember of Com-
bat Air Museum, died September
18, 2007 at age 90. Ms. Fink was
anoted Topekabusinesswomanand
philanthropist. Forthe past20years,
she donated $200,000 to $300,000
annually tonumerousorganizations,
including Washburn University,
Stormont-Vail HealthCare, and the
TopekaCommunity Foundation, just
to name a few. For over a decade
Combat Air Museum hasreceived
anannual donation of $500 fromthe
Fink Foundation. In2006 her Fam-
ily Freedom Foundation fundedthe
installation of skylights in Hangar
604, and this year the Fink Founda-
tionfunded partof the cost for trans-

porting the MiG-21 from Mesa,
Arizonato Topeka.

Ina2003interview Ms. Fink
said, “Philanthropyisnotjustmoney,
itsgiving.” Shesupported organiza-
tionsthattaught*®...entrepreneur-
ship, enterprise, and democracy.”
She was a Kansas native, born in
Colby in 1917. Her funeral was
held at the White Concert Hall on
the campus of Washburn University
on September 22, 2007.

Mr. Terry Wages, alongtime
friendand business associate, said
the Fink Foundationwill continueto
distribute remaining assets over the
nextseveral years. »
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"Tracing Bill Driver', con't.
from page 3

From Camp Robinson, Bill
traveled to Fort George G. Meade
near Laurel, Maryland. The troop
train made a stop at Fort Scott,
Kansas. Bill was hoping to see his
family there, but they did not have
enough gas to make the trip down
fromQuenemo. Thetrainwentonto
Kansas City, theneastto Maryland.
Bill’soverseas journey started from
aMaryland port, down the Chesa-
peake Bay, and across the Atlantic.

Billentered the Europeanwar
zoneattheendof January 1945asa
replacementassignedtothe ACom-
pany of the 26th Infantry Regiment
(the Blue Spaders). The 26th was
partofthe 1st Infantry Division (26th/
1st). Atthe time, the 1st Division
was a unit of XVI1I (Abn) Corps.
That Corps was part of Lieutenant
General Courtney H. Hodges’ First
Armyand Lieutenant General Omar
N. Bradley’s Twelfth Army Group.
During Bill’stime with the 26th/1st,
the Big Red One was subsequently
assignedto 11 Corpsand V11 Corps.

Bill was placed into the lines
with A Company at Weywertz, Bel-
gium, near the German border.
Weywertz was several kilometers
east of Malmedy, Belgium. Six
weeks earlier, during the Battle of
the Bulge, German SS troops ex-
ecuted US prisonersinafield near
thattown.

Billarrived on the west side of
the Siegfried Lineintimeforthebig
push to go back through the Line,
regainground lostduring the Battle
ofthe Bulge,and continuedrivingto
the Rhine. Tad hadacopyofaDaily
Action Reportthatshowed A Com-
pany had lost 55 men in four days

attackingthe Siegfried Line. Billwas
areplacementfor one ofthese men.
Tad explained the purpose of the
Daily Action Reportand showed us
the information itcontained, includ-
ingthe location of the unit.

Tad took a moment to tell us
about howtactics had changed be-
tween World War I and I1. World
War [lwasmuchmore mobile. Once
Allied forcesgotinto Germany, the
mobility issue became more appar-
ent. Hitler builtthe Autobahnand
US mobile forces made the most out
of thishighway systemtoadvance
through Germany. The tanks of
World War 11 were a huge change
from those introduced during the
First World War. Attacks took
place inthe dark during World War
11, bothnighttime and early morning.
Amphibiouswarfare was muchim-
provedandused more during World
War 11, including mass movements
acrossrivers. Tadalsosaidthe US
seldomusedreservedivisionswhile
the Britishusually operated withthe
concept of two divisions forward,
and one back.

US forces were breaking
through the Siegfried Line, also
known as the West Wall, for the
second time inthree months. With
the exception of a forty-mile seg-
mentaround Aachen, Germany, the
advance on the West Wall had
stopped because of the Battle of the
Bulge. The Wall extended some
400 milesfrom Switzerlandtosouth
of the Dutch frontier. Its fortifica-
tionswereanywhere fromthreeto
20 miles deep. The 26th/1st faced
nearly 1,500 bunkersand pillboxes.
There were also entrenchments,
minefields, anti-tank ditches, and
anti-tank concrete pyramids called
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“dragon’steethallalongtheline.”

Totheeastofthe Wallwasthe
Allies’ coveted prize. Thiswasthe
Rhine (Rhein) River, itselfanatural
barrier. Crossing this major Euro-
peanriverwouldthenmeanvirtually
open field running to the heart of
Germany. But for the First Army
and Lieutenant General WilliamH.
Simpson’sNinth Armytothenorth,
there was an additional barrier to
cross between the Siegfried Line
andthe Rhine. Thisadditional bar-
rierwasthe Roer (Rur) River. Itran
some 70 milessouth-southeast from
the southeast corner of the Nether-
lands through the Rhineland. The
river hadsevendamsonit. Sixwere
comparatively small, but the
Schwammenauel damwaslarge, with
acapacity of nearly 111 millioncu-
bic yards. It was key to the Allies
crossingthe Roer that the Germans
notblow the Schwammenauel and
floodthe Roervalley. The Ninthand
First Armies were scheduled to
launch Operation Grenade, the
crossing of the Roer, on February
10, 1945.

TheFirstArmy’s78th Division
was assigned to capture the
Schwammenauel dam and moved
out on February 5 to accomplish
this. The Divisionsoonranintostiff
opposition, and the fighting only
worsenedasitapproached the dam.
Between February 6 and 8, the
78th’s advance was almost to a
standstill. With helpfromelements
ofthe 9th Division, USforcesfinally
took the Schwammenauel around
midnight February 9, butitwastoo
late. The Germanshad breachedthe
spillway, opened the discharge
valves, and destroyed the operating
machineryto close them. Aswater
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rushed through the breach, it wid-
ened,and inafew hoursthe level of
the Roer River rose some five feet.

Thefloodingandrapid current
of the Roer postponed Operation
Grenade fortwoweeks. Engineers
predictedthe riverwould dropabout
February 24, so General Simpson
scheduled theriver crossing for the
pre-dawn hours of February 23.
The risk was great, but Simpson
wanted the elementofsurpriseanda
full day to gain a foothold on the
opposite bank. Four divisionsofthe
Ninth Armyandtwodivisionsofthe
First Army would make asimulta-
neous crossing. the Big Red One,
including Bill Driver’s 26th Infantry
Regiment, was one of the two First
Army divisions chosen to make the
crossing.

Bill first saw combat near
Untermaubach, Germany near the
west bank of the Roer River. The
26th’smovementsto Untermaubach
took them through part of the
Hurtgen Forest, wherethe 1stDivi-
sion had suffered many casualties
the previous October fighting inthe
almostimpenetrable forest. By Feb-
ruary 23, the 26th Regiment had
moved a couple of kilometers fur-
ther east to Winden, on the west
bank of the Roer, to support the
river crossing. The German forces
facing the 1st Division included
Bayerlein’s53rd Corps withtanks
and infantry. Later, the 1st would
facethe Panzerlerdivision. Thecen-
tral position of Bayerlein’s forces
was Cologne (Koln), Germany.

The pre-dawn jump-off to
cross the Roer was preceded by a
45 minuteartillery barrage by some
2,000 guns of the First and Ninth
Armies. Inspite of this firepower,

the Germanswerestillableto putup
counter fire against the crossing
troops. Tad said that smoke gen-
eratorswere used to hide the cross-
rivermovementand Germanmortar
andartilleryfire fell continuouslyin
the water and on the banks. The
riverwasstill running high and as-
saultboatswere carried downriver
pasttheir intended landing points.
The opposite bank was heavily
mined. Combatengineersinitially
had problems building pontoon
bridgesacrosstheriver due moreto
the swift current than enemy fire.
They eventually succeeded and by
nightfall of February 23, some
25,000 US troops of the Ninth and
First Armies were acrossthe Roer.
Theriverdroppedthe nextday and
more bridgeswerebuilt. The Ameri-
canswere ontheirway tothe Rhine.

Billand A Companyadvanced
eastacrossthe Roerto Drove, Ger-
many. Fromthere, theymovednorth-
east about 10 kilometers to
Gladbach. From Gladbach, the 26th
foughteast/northeastthrough Erpto
Bliesheim. Had they continuednorth-
eastward about 35 kilometers, they
would have been into Cologne.
However, otherelements of the First
Armywereassignedthatcity. The
26th got to Bleisheim on March 4
andengineersbuiltaBailey Bridge
acrossthe ErftRiver. Thecrossing
was completed March 5, and the
26thinitially proceeded northeastto
Pingsdorf, less than 10 kilometers
from a bend in the Rhine River at
Wesseling. Thenaneventoccurred
that caused the 1st Divisiontoturn
and move southeast.

On March 6, elements of the
First Army entered the outskirts of
Cologne. Bayerlein’s Corps was
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withdrawing eastward. By theend
oftheday Colognewasin US hands,
amajor prize, asthiscity satonthe
Rhine River. Bridges across the
riverwere destroyed, butcontrolling
the west bank meant temporary
bridges could be builtacross.

Thefollowingday,anevenmore
significant catch took place. An
infantry-tank task force of the US
9th Armored Divisionwas conduct-
ing reconnaissance tothe juncture of
the AhrandRhine Rivers. Theforce
reached somewoodsabovethesmall
town of Remagen, Germany, about
35milessoutheastof Pingsdorf, and
wassurprisedtofindalargerailway
bridge, still intact, spanningthe Rhine
River. Itwasthe Ludendorff Bridge,
some 1,000 feet long. Itstwo rail-
road tracks were planked over and
there were footpaths on either side.

Theadvance unitreported its
findand General William Hoge, com-
mander of the task force, immedi-
atelywenttothescene. Whenhegot
there, troops and tanks were al-
ready advancing on Remagen to
capturethebridge. Resistanceinthe
townwas light. The infantryanda
tank platoon gotto the westernend
of the bridge in time to see a large
explosion take place onit. When
the dustand smoke cleared, the US
troops could see some damage to
thetracks, butthe bridgestill stood.
The damage stopped the tank pla-
toon fromgoing further, butnotthe
infantry, and they attacked ontoand
acrossthe bridge with the tanks fir-
ing into German positions.

German engineers had wired
the Ludendorff Bridge withenough
explosives to drop it all into the

“Tracing Bill Driver™,
con't. on page 16
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"Tracing Bill Driver™, con't.
from page 15

Rhine. Infact, the Germanengineer
officer responsible for the bridge
wasonthespanandsetofftheinitial
blast. Knocked unconscioushbyan
exploding tank shell for about 15
minutes, hethengotintoatunnelon
the eastend and turned a key to set
off another explosion. It did not
happen. A Sergeant then ran onto
the bridgeand litafuse. Thiscaused
650 pounds of high explosive to
detonate, causing more damage, but
the bridgesstill stood. Withsupport-
ing tank fire, more and more US
infantry got across the bridge and
began knocking out the German
positionsand collecting prisoners.
By 4 p.m. the Allies had an intact
bridge acrossthe Rhine River.

Tad said two towers of the
Ludendorff Bridgestill stand today
withamuseum inone of them. He
said Germans continually attacked
the bridge after itwas in US hands,
using longrangeartilleryandaircraft.
Ten days after it was captured, the
main span of the bridge fell into the
river. But by that time treadway
bridges had been builtnearby across
the Rhine, and troops, armor, and
supplies continued to flow across
theriver.

Billandthe 1stDivisioncrossed
the Rhineat Remagenon March 16
andadvanced generally east/north-
eastward across the German coun-
tryside. They advanced through
Bruchhausen, afewkilometersnorth-
east of Remagen, on the same day
they crossed the Rhine. Fromthere
they continued northeasterly reach-
ing Orsheid on March 21, then
Stockhausen, and Soven on March
23. Then the 1st Division turned
more easterly and picked up the
speed oftheiradvance, crossing the

northern end of the Westerwald
mountain range of Germany. They
reached Luckenbach, about 35 ki-
lometersfrom Soven, around March
25.

Tad thenshowed usacopy of
the Morning Report for March 26.
It showed that 16 men of A Com-
pany had been captured near
Luckenbach but later escaped.
Duringtheirresearch Tad and Dee
found a former veteran of the unit
livinginIndiana. Tad contactedthe
man’s family and learned he has
Alzheimer’sdisease. Themancould
remember being captured and es-
caping, butlittle else of the episode.
Tad feltsure Bill was one ofthe 16
men captured.

Molzhain, several kilometers
northof Luckenbach, wasnext. The
1stDivisionthentookamore north-
easterly track to Elsoff, some 55
kilometers from Molzhain, getting
therearound March 29/30. Bill, the
26th Regiment/1st Division, and
other units of the First Army were
partofalower pincerarmledbythe
3rd Armored Divisiontoencirclea
number of Germandivisionsand one
corpsofthe GermanFifteenth Army.
Units of the Ninth Army, led by the
2nd Armored Division, formedthe
upper arm of the pincher. The en-
circlementwas known asthe Ruhr
Pocket, and included the Ruhrand
Lippe Rivers. Thesingle German
corps being encircled was the re-
mainsof Bayelein’s53rd Corpsand
one of the divisions was the
Panzerlehrdivision.

Bayerlein’sseniorcommander
was Field Marshal Walther Model,
Commander of German Army
Group B. Model realized the hope-
lessnessoffurtherfightinginthe Ruhr,
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but he wasbound as a soldierto do
hisduty. Hedid, however, propose
awithdrawal, witha limited counter-
attack to protect, it to his senior
commander, Field Marshal Albert
Kesselring. Kesselring agreed to
the counterattack, butsaid notothe
withdrawal.

On March 30, the 26th Regi-
mentmoved from Elsoff several ki-
lometersnorth/northeastto positions
around Wunderthausen and
Hallenburg, inthe Hallenberg For-
est. Northeast of Wunderthausen
and northwest of Hallenburg is
Winterberg. Thethreetownsnearly
formanequilateral triangle with legs
9-10kilometerslong. Tad showed
a photo of the of the present day
countryside along the road from
Elsoffto Wunderthausen. Thereis
extremely dense forestoneachside
of the road. It was in this type of
settingthat Bill Driverwouldfighthis
lastbattle.

Model launched hiscounterat-
tack early on March 30. Bayerlein’s
Panzerlehrdivision had orderstoat-
tack Hallenbergwhilethe 53rd Corps
had orderstoattack along the line of
the 3rd Armored’s advance. The
fightingaround Hallenberg lasted into
the night. Tad had copies of
Bayerlein’s Operation Reportsand
copies of A Company’s Morning
Reports for March 30-31. He said
hewasnotableto convertthe World
War 11 grid coordinates to modern
day coordinates, and, therefore,
could not pinpointexact locations.
The Morning Reports for A Com-
pany listed two enlisted menkilled.
OnewasBill Driver.

Sometimeafterthebattle, Bill’s
mother wrote to his squad to ask
whathappened when her son died.
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Tadsaid the squad wrote asix-page
letter back. Bill participated inthe
morning attack, thenthe squad and
company dugdefensive positionson
ahill cuttingaroad. Bill’sposition
was in the woods on the top of the
hill. The last German attack took
place about 10:30 P.M. Covering
fire was put down for the German
withdrawal, and Bill was hitin the
forehead by thewithdrawingfireand
diedinstantly. Hewascarrieddown
to aroad where his body was to be
pickedup.

Tad and Dee stayed at
Hallenberg in a hotel on the main
streetof the city. He said thatthere
were many ski resorts in the area
around Braunshaven, Hesborn,
LiesenandHallenberg. Tad showed
photos of the city. He said itwas a
beautiful German city of about5,000
residents with its citizens enjoying
freedom. Healsosaiditisaveryold
city. The Chapel of Holy Mary was
built in 1000 A.D. He also had
photos of the town’s archivistand
another of Deeandalocal artistthey
metatanevening function.

Tadand Dee visitedsitesofthe
fighting in the Hallenberg Forest.
They enlisted the help of a local
historianand awoman fromthe ho-
tel. Thehistorianspoke no English,
and Tad spoke little German, so the
woman fromthe hotel actedas inter-
preter. They visited the American
positions, then the German posi-
tions. Tad said they found some
foxholesand other evidence of the
fighting, and may have located the
hilltopwhere Bill died, butbecause
of the coordinate conversion prob-
lem, theywere notpositive. Butthey
did come away withastrong feeling
of the conditions underwhich both

sidesfought.

On April 1, 1945, the pincer
closed on the Ruhr Pocketand US
General Omar Bradley assigned 18
divisions to clear out the German
forcestrapped inside. Whatwas left
ofthePanzerlehrdivisionsurrendered
tothe 99th DivisionatIserlohn, about
70 miles northwest of Hallenberg.
On April 13, now completely sur-
rounded, Fritz Bayerleinwasfinally
given permissiontowithdraw 53rd
Corps from the Ruhr Pocket.
Bayerlein surrendered the remains
of his Corps to the 7th Armored
Divisionon April 15. Hewasplaced
in prison at the war’s end and re-
leased in April 1947. He wrote
aboutmilitary subjectsand wasin-
volved with historical studies of
World War Il. He served as a
technical advisor to the cinemapro-
duction of The Guns of Navarone.
Fritz Bayerleindiedin 1970.

The 1stDivisiondidnotremain
inthe RuhrPocket. AfterHallenburg,
the Division moved southeastward
some 290 kilometers to Cheb,
Czechoslavakia, in the northwest
cornerofthatcountry. Tadand Dee
traveled to Cheb, and sawamonu-
menterected theretothe 1st Infantry
Division. Thetallmonumenthadthe
namesofall 1st Division personnel
killed fromthe Rhine crossing until
Victory in Europe (VE) Day. Bill
Driver’snamewasonit. Tadshowed
a photo of the monument. Trees
closely surround it. He told us
Russians had done thisto hide it—
justanother little part of the ensu-
ing Cold War.

Tad and Dee had one other
placetovisit. ThiswasBill’sburial
site. Asmentioned near the begin-
ning ofthearticle, family members
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thought Bill had been buried in
Dresden, Germany. Intheirresearch,
Tadand Dee found hewas buried at
a cemetery in Margarten, Nether-
lands. Atthe cemetery Tad took a
small bucket of sand from the
Normandy beaches and rubbed it
ontheheadstonetobring Bill’sname
outbefore photographingthe marker.

Bill’sfinal resting placealmost
brought him full circle towhere he
started his service in Europe.
Margarten is about 50 kilometers
northwest of Weywertz, Belgium
where Bill firstjoined A Company,
26th Infantry Regiment, 1st Infantry
Division, inlate January 1945. Tad
and Dee had traveled inaboutthree
days the ground Dee’s Uncle Bill
and his fellow infantrymen fought
over during two monthsin February
and March 1945.

» » "

Additional information
taken from:
AcrosstheRhine, by Franklin
M. Davis, Jr., Time-Life
Books, 1980,

National Geographic Atlas
ofthe World, Fourth Edition,
Borchand Michelinmaps of
Germany,and

Various Internetsites

Visit our
website
at
WWW.
combat
air
museum.org
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CAMvolunteersjoinintohonor Veterans

Four CAM members manned aninformation booth
at Washburn University on November 9 as part of Veter-
ans Day commemoration. Dick Trupp and Gene
Howerter set up a collapsible mural honoring the US
Eighth Air Force during World War 11 and our two
storyboardsaboutthe Museum. Later inthe day, Beattie
Dickson and Dave Houser joined Dick and Gene.
Beattie flew in the 401st Bombardment Group of the
Eighth AirForce during World War 11.

A couple of other CAM members were also at =
Washburnindifferentcapacities. StuEntzwastherewith Left to right: Dick Trupp, Beattie Dickson
the Rolling Thunder chapter of the Military Vehicle Pres- and Gene Howerter with the Eighth Air
ervation Association. Ralph Knehanswasthere as part Force mural.
of the Vietnam Veterans of America Honor Guard. =+
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Topeka: Themodel USSTOPEKA (SSN
754)inits new exhibit case.

Washburn: Lefttoright: Dick Trupp,
Beattie Dicksonand Gene Howerter with
the Eighth Air Forcemural.



